DTP and NCVIA

Much of the concern centered around vaccines against
diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis (DTP), which were
blamed for children’s disabilities and developmental de-
lays. This led to a massive increase in vaccine-related tort
litigation. Whereas between 1978 and 1981 only nine
product-liability suits were filed against DTP manufactur-
ers, by the mid-1980’s the suits numbered more than 200
each year.® This destabilized the DTP vaccine market,
causing two of the three domestic manufacturers to with-
draw; and the remaining manufacturer, Lederle Laborato-
ries, estimated that its potential tort liability exceeded its
annual sales by a factor of 200.7 Vaccine shortages arose
when Lederle had production problems in 19848
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Nonetheless, reservations about DTP safety, and to lesser
extent, the effectiveness of selected vaccines, had global impact.
In the 1970s and 1980s, Japan suspended their pertussis vaccina-
tion program because of safety concerns.”® In Sweden, effective-
ness concerns led to a suspension of Sweden’s pertussis
vaccination program.”” Other countries such as the United King-
dom, Italy, Ireland, Australia, West Germany and Russia saw
substantially reduced pertussis vaccine acceptance within their
populations.”** In the US by the mid-1980s, lawsuits related to
vaccine safety led several manufacturers to withdraw their DTP
vaccines and paved the way to the US National Childhood Vac-
cine Injury Act in 1986. This act provides funds to compensate
for adverse events following immunization.”' Faced with such
widespread apprehension surrounding DTP safety, great efforts
were made to develop acellular pertussis vaccines.
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